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LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL OFFICIALS WILL DISCUSS STATE WASTEWATER                NEEDS

BOSTON– Today Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)                  will attend a Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Summit to discuss                  the wastewater problems that face many Massachusetts communities.                  Members of the Massachusetts Congressional Delegation, representatives                  from the EPA, and state and local officials will be on hand to                  discuss state and federal regulations, funding needs and the creation                  of a regional strategy for dealing with CSOs.

                 "This is a good opportunity for all the concerned parties                  to discuss their concerns," Olver said. "I am hopeful                  we can find a solution that will clean up our rivers without unduly                  burdening local jurisdictions."

                 CSO problems occur when there is a single collection system for                  sanitary and storm water sewers. When heavy rainfall pushes the                  volume of water intake past the capacity of the combination treatment                  facilities, the overflow, which includes untreated household waste,                  is discharged directly into the state's rivers. The Environmental                  Protection Agency (EPA) has mandated that communities remedy this                  pollution and public health problem.

                 Holyoke is one of the communities currently in negotiations with                  the EPA over its CSO, and Mayor Michael Sullivan will attend the                  Summit as well.

                 "The Connecticut River is one of our region's natural treasures,                  and we all have a stake in keeping the river healthy. However,                  the state and federal government have a responsibility to work                  with local communities to ensure that they can afford to comply                  with the EPA mandate," Olver said.

                 Olver, a member of the House Appropriations committee, has helped                  to secure $3.7 million in federal funding for Connecticut River                  CSOs over the last three years.

                 "I will work to secure more federal funding for CSOs in the                  107th Congress," Olver added.
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